Pathogenicity of Mycoplasma synoviae in chicken embryos.
Pathogenicity of Mycoplasma synoviae (MS) was examined in specific-pathogen-free (SPF) white leghorn chicken embryos. Six isolates of MS were inoculated into 7-day embryos via the yolk sac. Isolates were evaluated for gross and microscopic lesions through 19 days' incubation and for embryo lethality through 20 days' incubation. Isolates in decreasing order of lethality, from lowest to highest 50% embryo lethal dose, were WVU 1853, K1968, K1858, FMT, 92D8034, and F10-2AS. Embryo lethality was consistent with lesion incidence and severity. Embryo lethality did not correlate with previous results regarding pathogenicity of these same six isolates in SPF broiler chickens.